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Exiles Opposing 
Managua Seek 
Wider Support 

By Edward Cody 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

FT. LAUDERDALE, Fla. Dec. 

7 — The paramount Nicaraguan op- 
position group, which has claimed 
numerous commando raids against 
the Sandinista government, report- 
edly with covert U.S. backing, today 
announced a new political leadership 
designed to attract rival anti-Sandi- 
nista subversives and create a more 
palatable public image. 

The announcement marked a 
. public relations debut tor tne group, 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
( NDF). Although weil known to the 
pres? and public around Miami, it 
previously had maintained a tech- 
nically underground status while 
seeking political support in this 
country. Its armed forces have op- 
erated from camps just inside Hon- 
duras. harassing Sandinista torces in 
Nicaragua with raids reportedly sup- 
ported bv the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agencv . 

But the group has always had 
image problems, particularly among 
other groups of Nicaraguan exiles 
who have left the country since the 
Sandinistas took over, because many 
of its members were supporters of 
former dictator Anastasio Somoza or 
members of his National Guard. 

The Reagan administration, ac- 
cording to U.S. officials, while openly 
opposing the leftist Sandinista gov- 
ernment, has recognized the unpop- 
ularity of the former Somoza soldiers 
among most Nicaraguans— even _ 
those who n ow are dissatisfie d wi th 


- the S a n dinistas. In policy decisions taken in late 
*4-1981, the administration hoped to lend covert and i 
-overt support to anti -Sandinista forces that did j-_ 
not have the Somoza taint. ' j 

But these forces, principally led by former San- ! 

* jdinista hero Eden Pastora and former Sandinista 
^government member Alfonso Robelo, both now • 
T^disfllusioned 'with the government and in exile in 
L Costa Rica, have refused to join forces with groups 
r like the NDF because of its Somoza ties. . 

C- Faced with the continued refusal by the Pas- 
^ tora-Robelo forces publicly to Bupport them, the 
v-NDF leaders apparently tried with today’s pews 
f -conference to reach other anti-Sandimstas iden- 
tified as opponents of the Somoza government 
fc. •'We open our arms to all those who wish to join 
i-.us and express our patriotic intention of cooper- 
ating with any group which shares our objectives," 

’• ‘the group said in a statement “We ask the nations 
\ nf the hemisphere that just as they supported our 
* Urst effort to free ourselves from dictatorship, 
f'they might now, convinced that our struggle is 
' also their struggle, offer us their decided support 
l in our effort to complete the patriotic task, so that 
V- Nicaragua can again be a republic." 

Six new members of the NDF “directorate 

► were introduced, including: • — 

; Edgar Chamorro Coronel, a psychologist and 
.investor; Alfonsa Callejas, a businessman who was 
: _a minister and vice president under Somoza but 
Resigned in protest in 1972; kdalecio Rodriguez, a 
I’veterinarian who helped found the ruling .Sandi- 
pnista Front but later left in disgust; Lucia Carden- 
; al, widow of murdered businessman Jorge Salazar 
Arguello; Marco Zeledon, former president of the 
-Nicaraguan Superior Council for Private Initia- 
' tive, and Enrique Bermudez, a National Guard 
' officer who served as Somoza’s military’ attache in 
^Washington. 

:• The other two on the eight-member directorate 

* were not revealed for what Edgar Chamorro called 
^security reasons. One was understood to be Stead- 
cman Fagoth, a Miskito Indian leader who report- 
redly has helped organize broad Miskito resistance 
>to Sandinista rule in the undeveloped Zelaya 

• Province on Nicaragua’s Atlantic coast 

f Bermudez, according to reliable Nicaraguan 
Uxile sources and an Argentine ex-intelligence of- 
ficer now with the Sandinistas, has been the chief 
t military leader of the guerrilla campaign against 
Nicaragua. According to reports from Washington 
iv-ancTHonduras, the campaign has been backed by 
; the United States with help from Argentine and 
t U-S. advisers and cooperation from the Honduran 
Army of Gen. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez. 
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